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1 . CONSERVATIVE SVENSKA DAGBLADET CARRIED AN ARTICLE ON 
SEPTEMBER 6 CONTAINING ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE PREPARATIONS 
CARRIED OUT BY LEOPOLDO ARAGON ESCALONA BEFORE HIS SELF- 
IMMOLATION ON SEPTEMBER 1. ACCORDING TO THE PAPER, ARAGON 
SENT LETTERS, ALL DATED AUGUST 30, (HIS 50TH BIRTHDAY) 

TO NUMBERS OF PEOPLE IN AND OUTSIDE SWEDEN. ONE WAS 
ADDRESSED TO FORMER PRIME MINISTER PALME IN WHICH ARAGON 
EXPRESSES HIS APPRECIATION FOR THE YEARS SPENT IN SWEDEN 
IN POLITICAL EXILE-SINCE 1973. ARAGON ASKS THAT HE BE 
CREMATED AND THAT HIS ASHES REMAIN IN SWEDEN UNTIL THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION CHANGES IN PANAMA. IN ANOTHER LETTER 
TO STOCKHOLM POLICE CHIEF HANS HOLMER, ARAGON INCLUDED THE 
KEY TO HIS APARTMENT AND INSTRUCTIONS ON THE DISPOSITION OF 
HIS PERSONAL BELONGINGS. 

2. THE ARTICLE CONTINUES THAT, ACCORDING TO AP, ARAGON LAST 
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JUNE TAPED A MESSAGE TO A FRIEND, DR. WINSTON ROBLES, A 

FORMER PROFESSOR OF LAW AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA, NOW RESIDENT IN 

THE US. THE MESSAGE IS DIRECTED TO THE "AMERICAN PEOPLE" AND 

ASSERTS THAT THE PEOPLE OF PANAMA HAVE NO POLITICAL 

FREEDOM OR HUMAN RIGHTS WHATEVER. FURTHER, THAT, "IF 

THE US SIGNS AN AGREEMENT WITH TORRIJOS, THEN THERE 

ARE A NUMBER OF PANAMANIANS AND OTHER LATIN AMERICANS 
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WHO ARE PREPARED TO BLOW UP THE PANAMA CANAL." 

3. AN ARTICLE IN LIBERAL DAGENS NYHETER ON SEPTEMBER 3, 

BY THE PAPER'S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT MATS LUNDEGARD, 
CLAIMS THAT US PUBLIC OPINION DID NOT UNDERSTAND ARAGON'S 
DEATH, NOTING THAT NOT ONE US PUBLICATION HAD COMMENTED ON 
OR ANALYZED THE SIGNIEICANCE OE THIS DESPERATE ACT. IN THE US, 
THE REPORTER CONTINUED, ALL PUBLICITY REGARDING PANAMA 
REVOLVES NOW AROUND THE CANAL TREATIES AND THEIR CHANCES 
EOR US SENATE APPROVAL. 

4. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AETONBLADET CARRIED ON SEPTEMBER 3 
THE ONLY EDITORIAL THUS EAR ON THE ETHICAL 
RESPONSIBILITY OP THE MASS MEDIA WHEN IT PUBLICIZES PLANNED 
POLITICAL ACTS, SUCH AS ARAGON'S DEATH, NO MATTER HOW 
DISTASTEPUL THE COVERAGE, PARTICARLY THE GRAPHIC COVERAGE, 
MAY BE. THE PAPER ACCEPTED THE ASSERTION THAT THE SWEDISH 
PHOTOGRAPHER WHO TOOK THE DRAMATIC PHOTOS OP ARAGON APLAME 
COULD NOT HAVE PREVENTED HIS DEATH, AND DID NOT 

QUIBBLE WITH HIS TAKING THE PHOTOS. IT DID, HOWEVER, 

QUESTION THE PROPRIETY OP THEIR WIDESPREAD PUBLICATION 
SUBSEQUENTLY ON THE THEORY THAT THIS KIND OP PUBLICITY 
COULD WELL STIMULATE OTHER RASH ACTS IN THE PUTURE. 
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